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Little Fork Volunteer Fire
and Rescue Company, Inc. '

WE ARE ALL
VOLUNTEERS.
WE ARE DEDICATED,
RELIABLE
AND PROFESSIONAL.
WE ARE HERE FOR You
ANY TIME OF DAY OR
NIGHT.

Lithium-lon Battery Safety

Lithium-ion batteries supply power to many kinds of devices including
smart phones, laptops, e-scooters and e-bikes, e-cigarettes, smoke
alarms, toys, and even cars. If not used correctly, or if damaged, these
batteries can catch on fire or explode.

The problem

These batteries store a large amount of
energy in a small amount of space.
Sometimes batteries are not used the right
way; batteries not designed for a specific
use can be dangerous.

Like any product, a small number of these
batteries are defective. They can overheat,
catch fire, or explode.

Safety Tips

Purchase and use devices that are listed
by a qualified testing laboratory.

Always follow the manufacturer’s
instructions.

Only use the battery that is designed for
the device.

Put batteries in the device the right way.
Only use the charging cord that came with
the device.

Do not charge a device under your pillow,
on your bed, or on a sofa.

Do not keep charging the device or device
battery after it is fully charged.

Keep batteries at room temperature when
possible. Do not charge them at
temperatures below 32°F or above 105°F.
Store batteries away from anything that
can catch fire.

Signs of a Problem
Stop using the battery if you notice these
problems: odor, change in color, too much

Be aware of lithium
battery fire safety.

Stop using them if you notice an
odor, change in color, too much

heat, change in shape, leaking or
odd noises.

heat, change in shape,
leaking, or odd noises. If
it is safe to do so, move
the device away from
anything that can catch
fire. Call 9-1-1.

Battery Disposal

= Do not put lithium-
ion batteries in the
trash!

= Recycling is always
the best option.

= Take themto a
battery recycling
location or contact
your community for
disposal instructions.

= Do not put discarded
batteries in piles.

Charging an E-bike
Charge your battery in a
flat, dry area away from
children, direct sunlight,
liquids, tripping hazards,
and in a location where
the e-bike is not at risk
of falling.



Little Fork Earns Outstanding EMS Agency Award

September 20, 2024 -- Little Fork Volunteer Fire & Rescue
Company is proud to announce that on Tuesday September
17th they were awarded the Rappahannock EMS Council’s
G R n iy Award for Outstanding Emergency Medical Services Agency.
OUTSTANDING
EMS AGENCY The awards states, “Little Fork received the award because it
has consistently demonstrated excellence with a 100%
e response rate for EMS and fire calls over the past thirteen
/77% T””é VWW 7% years. Your Technical Large Animal Rescue Team stands
WWN\? among the top volunteer teams in the country and your
commitment to training i
and community support is £
truly remarkable. Through
daily training sessions, I
continuing education
programs, and public
outreach, Little Fork

Lt Fork Volunteor F e and escue Compeny  has conss

2024 REGIONAL AWARD

Company has built a oy o
strong and lasting / woron
connection with the community you serve.

Little Fork Volunteer
Fire and Rescue Company

Your dedication to both emergency response and community
engagement makes you truly deserving of the Outstanding
EMS Agency Award.”

We thank the community for their support; we are honored to
serve you. We also offer congratulations to every volunteer
member of our organization for their dedication and service.

August 6, 2024 - We assisted the Culpeper County Sheriff's Office and other public safety agencies
at the National Night Out event. Law enforcement, fire and rescue equipment and apparatus were
displayed for those attending. We attended with Equine 1209. This is our main Technical Large
Animal response vehicle. :
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Maddie Schmidtmann, EMT-B
Finds Purpose at Little Fork

Maddie Schmidtmann has
always had a burning desire
to help people. Even at the
age of five she was the one
to handle a crisis in her
home, calmly helping her
mom through her numerous
health challenges. Her love
for doing that stuck with her.

At the age of 15 Maddie
worked in a chiropractor’s
office and later in a family
medical practice. She earned
her phlebotomy certification
and was able to do bloodwork
and assist in many other
ways. She tried college, but it
wasn'’t for her.

A friend suggested that she
call Chief Doug Monaco at
Little Fork. After their first
meeting at the end of 2019
she joined the department.
She took the three-month
course and became an EMT-
B (basic) in 2020 at the age
of 20.

In the fall of 2023 she was
promoted to Sergeant and
put in charge of her duty crew
as well as maintaining all of
the map books. Yes, they still
occasionally use paper maps
to find their destination if they
are in an area with no cell
signal. The fat 3-ring binders
contain about 1000 pages
and are available in each
unit. Every time there is a
change to a road, or a new
road is added to the
surrounding area, the books
need to be updated. With the

new subdivisions, it's a constant

chore.

Maddie’s current duty schedule
is Wednesday nights from 6:00

p.m. to 6:00 a.m. Most nights

she is able to get enough sleep
to get her through her workday

on Thursday. Monday through

Friday she is the office manager
at a law firm in Tyson’s Corner.
On weekends she is very busy

on her family’s 15-acre farm,
where she helps take care of

the horses, goats, alpacas, and

four dogs, along with constant
maintenance that needs to be
done. Her boyfriend, Adam
Cooper, an eight-year Little

Fork veteran, lives with her. The

two went to high school
together and reconnected at
Little Fork, working the same
schedule up until just recently.

One of Maddie’s strong
attractions to Little Fork was,

and still is, the Technical Large

Animal Rescue (TLAR) team.

“One of my first calls was a TLAR
call,” Maddie says. “l have large
animals at home, so | was instantly
comfortable. It's what makes Little
Fork so unique. | also love the
small town vibe here and | love my
duty crew on Wednesday nights.
We are all drivers and three of us
are EMT’s and we get along very
well. | work on the map books and
hang out until there is a call.
Company drills and meetings are
also on Wednesday nights, which
makes it a convenient night to be
here.”

“‘Maddie has proven to be a very
motivated and dedicated member,”
comments Chief Monaco. “She
has taken on a critical project that
actually affects our response
times. Thanks to her, when all else
fails, we have written directions to
every street in Culpeper County
including adjoining county areas.
She has also proven to be a great
EMS provider and even takes the
time to assist with training new
recruits.”

Even after she and Adam get
married and get a place of their
own, Maddie is committed to
staying at Little Fork. “This is
where | get my medical fix!”
Maddie states. She is so happy
and content with where she is and
what she is doing at Little Fork.
She never saw the promotion and
additional responsibility in herself,
but she is grateful that Chief
Monaco had confidence in her
because she really enjoys it. “Little
Fork helped me find my purpose.”
By Lynnette Esse, support
member
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30 Years of Service Little Fork Volunteer

October 12, 2024 - Little Fork volunteers held our Fire and Rescue Company,
annual banquet celebrating 30 years of service to the Incorporated
community. David Durr and David Lee, members of the 6011 Rixeyville Road
Culpeper County Board of Supervisors presented a Rixeyville, VA 22737
plaque to the Company -- honoring the volunteers for 540-937-7717 (station)
100% response to all of their emergency calls over the 540-937-4656 (fax)

past thirteen years! We thank all of our volunteers for https://littleforkvfrc.org
their hard work to attain this! Chief’s Award goes to

Sergeant Justin Lloyd (left photo), and President’s We welcome new memb§rs
Award goes to Bradley Walker (right photo). and encourage community

participation. Please
contact us if you are
interested in joining.

Please visit and join our
Facebook page to see area
fire and rescue activities.

https://facebook.com/
groups/littlefork/




