
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tips and suggestions for 
protecting your home and 
family from hungry bears: 

 
• Remove food sources that might be 

appealing to bears, such as bird 
feeders, trash cans, pet and 
livestock food, compost, fallen 
fruit, and beehives. Keep outdoor 
grills clean. 

 
• Do not store trash in vehicles, on 

porches, or decks. Keep your trash 
cans safely stowed away in a 
garage, shed, or basement. If you 
do not have trash pick-up service, 
take your trash to the landfill twice 
a week. If you do have service, put 
your receptacles out the morning 
instead of the night before. 

 
• Remove bird feeders temporarily 

until the bear leaves the area. 

Bears will usually avoid contact with 
humans, but in their search for food, 
they may wander into neighborhoods. 
If you see a bear, keep your distance. 
If a bear is up a tree on or near your 
property, don’t go near it. Take your 
pets and go inside. 
 
If you observe a lone bear cub, do 
NOT attempt to “rescue it.” Mother 
bears will sometimes leave her cubs 
behind, perhaps up a tree, while they 
search for food. 
 
Do not forget that a bear is a wild 
animal, and that it is bad for the 
bear—as well as illegal in Virginia—
to feed a bear under ANY 
circumstances. 
 
For additional information, see the 
Virginia Department of Game and 
Inland Fisheries website at: 
www.dgif.virginia.gov. 
 

Culpeper Chamber of 
Commerce Valor Awards 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 12, 2018 - The Culpeper Chamber 
of Commerce held their first annual 
Valor Awards program. We are proud 
to announce that some members of our 
Volunteer Technical Large Animal 

Rescue Team were recognized with a 
Unit Citation Award! Chief Monaco 
presented the award to Deputy Chief 
Roger Lightner, Lieutenant Melissa 
Mainville, Firefighters Isaiah 
Chauhan, Noah Furr, and Wyatt 
Brooks. On November 24, 2017 the 
team rescued a guard donkey in 
Fauquier County that was trapped in a 
cattle guard. During the rescue, the 
animal attacked the crew and the 
veterinarian. The donkey was 
successfully rescued and returned to 
his owner. We congratulate the team 
and would like to thank the Culpeper 
Chamber of Commerce for hosting 
this event! 
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Newsletter 

Watch Out for Bears! 



Little Fork VFRC assisted the Culpeper County Sheriff’s Office with an active shooter drill at Culpeper 

High School on July 13, 2018. We provided one ALS transport unit, two BLS transport units, our Rescue 

Engine, and a command vehicle, both of which are licensed non-transport BLS units. The drill was a 

complete success! We are now analyzing every aspect of the mock drill to improve our service to the 

community. We would like to thank the 18 Little Fork volunteers who attended this event. All of our 

personnel learned a lot from this and are looking forward to additional training.  
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Active Shooter Drill  

Hurricane Safety 

.  

 
 
 
 

Photo 

space on the bottom floor, and may have a “Severe 

Weather” or “Tornado Shelter” sign. 

 

If you are at home, go to a small, interior room 

without windows, or hallway on the lowest floor 

that is not prone to flooding. 

 

Watch your 

phone for 

severe 

weather 

notifications 

and take it 

seriously! It 

could save 

your life! 

Hurricane Season: 
June 1-November 30 

 
Know the location of 

designated hurricane 

shelters in your 

workplace, and identify a 

safe place in your home. 

Plan now what you will 

do when the time comes 

to seek shelter during a 

hurricane. 

 

The next time you are at 

work, take the time to locate the designated shelter 

in your workplace. Usually, it’s a restroom or other 

.  
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Dave Hagen 

The “Go To” Guy 

Firefighter II/driver/operator, 
Dave Hagen, has been a 
volunteer with Little Fork for 
five years this month. Some of 
his duties include issuing gear 
and conducting equipment 
training for new members. And 
since he can fix just about 
anything, he has become known 
as the “go to” guy on the 
department. He is also a member 
of the Technical Large Animal 
Rescue (TLAR) team and is 
hazmat and rural water supply 
certified. 
 
“Dave is a hard worker and 
assists with several projects 
throughout the year,” 
commented Chief Doug 
Monaco. “He is in charge of the 
inventory of personal protective 
gear and also issues the same to 
new members. He has developed 
an inventory system and initiates 
replacement of worn out gear. 
This is a large task where our 
members are issued a helmet, 
gloves, pants, boots, protective 
hoods, and rescue webbing. 
Dave also helps with 
maintaining the small equipment 
on our heavy rescue truck and 
performing fluid checks and 
other tasks. Dave is a great asset 
to our organization.” 
 
Dave began his foray into fire 
and rescue at the age of 17, 
joining Brooke Fire and Rescue 
Department in Stafford County, 
VA as a junior member in 1978. 
“It was something exciting to 
do,” Dave said. “As with most 
kids, I loved the adrenaline rush. 
Still do.” He earned his EMT 

certification during the course of 
his time in the department. 
 
After high school Dave joined the 
Flatwoods Job Corps Civilian 
Conservation Center in Coeburn, 
VA, a no-cost education and career 
technical training program 
administered by the government. “I 
went there to learn how to operate 
heavy equipment,” Dave recalled, 
“but they also trained me to fight 
forest fires. My first job 
assignment was building houses in 
Spartanburg, SC. Now that made a 
lot of sense!” Dave said. But he 
learned some valuable skills during 
that time. 

When the work slowed down after 
a few years, Dave joined the Army. 
For 22 years he loved serving his 
country as a utility equipment 
repairer. He also received 
certification as a combat lifesaver. 
When combined with the skills he 
had learned as a civilian firefighter 
and EMT at Brooke, it enabled him 
to be of great assistance in saving 
lives on the front lines of 
Afghanistan and Iraq, where he 
earned a Bronze Star medal. 
 

Currently, Dave works full-time for a 
residential heating and air 
conditioning contractor in Sterling, 
VA. Although he works long hours 
and has a long commute, he manages 
to pull a 12-hour duty shift one 
weekend a month at Little Fork. He 
also squeezes in a few hours each 
week to check out the equipment and 
do whatever needs to be done. 
 
Inspired by his dad’s experiences, 
Dave’s son, Remy, joined Little Fork 
in 2014 as a junior member at the age 
of 16. He is now a firefighter, EMT, 
driver, and member of the TLAR 
team, with ambitions of becoming a 
career firefighter. The two enjoy 
running calls together.  
 
Dave looks forward to his eventual 
retirement so that he will have more 
time to spend serving his community 
at Little Fork. “We really need more 
volunteers who can run calls during 
the weekdays,” Dave said. “Someday 
I hope to be able to help with that!” 
 
By Lynnette Esse, support member 

Remington (Remy) and Dave Hagen 



We Are Training For You 

The August training topic was Rural Water Supply. This is 

the system utilized by rural departments where municipal 

water supplies are not available. All water is transported by 

Tankers from ponds/creeks/rivers to large holding tanks at 

the fire scene. Our members practiced setting up a "dump 

site.” 

Little Fork Volunteer  
Fire and Rescue Company, 
Incorporated 
6011 Rixeyville Road 
Rixeyville, VA  22737 
540-937-7717 (station) 
540-937-4656 (fax) 
http://littleforkvfrc.org 
 
We welcome new members 
and encourage community 
participation. Please contact 
us if  you are interested in 
joining.  
 
Please visit and join our 
Facebook page to see area 
fire and rescue activities.  
Facebook.com/groups/littlefork  
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