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The 4:00 p.m. Burning Law states: from
February 15 through April 30 of each year,
no burning before 4:00 p.m. is permitted, if
the fire is in, or within 300 feet of, woodland,
brush land or fields containing dry grass or
other flammable material.
Understand how to prevent wildfires from backyard debris
burning. Follow these important steps:
1. Check the conditions. Don’t burn when it’s windy or when
vegetation is very dry.
2. Never use gasoline to start a fire.
3. Burn this, not that. You can bur n dr y, natur al vegetation, gr own
on the property, unless prohibited by local ordinances. Household
trash, plastic or tires are not good to burn and are illegal to burn in
some areas. Check your local ordinance.
4. Look up. Choose a safe bur ning site away fr om power lines,
overhanging limbs, buildings, vehicles, and equipment. You’ll need at
least three times the height of the pile of vertical clearance.
5. Look around. The site should be sur r ounded by gr avel or miner al
soil (dirt) at least 10 feet in all directions. Keep the surroundings
watered down during the burn and have a shovel close by.
6. Prepare your pile. Keep your piles small and manageable. Add
additional debris as the fire burns down.
7. If using a burn barrel, make sur e it’s made entirely of metal,
properly equipped (at least three evenly-spaced, three-inch, screened
vents and metal top screen) and in good condition.
8. Whether it’s a requirement or not, always stay with your fire until it is
completely out. Drown the fire with water, turn over the ashes with a
shovel and drown it again. Repeat several times.
9. Check the burn area regularly over the next several days and up to
several weeks following the burn.

In 2015,
58,916 human-caused wildfires burned
over 2 million acres.

First Large Animal Rescue of 2017
January 7, 2017 - At 1020 hours, LFVTLAR Team received our first call for assistance in 2017 to the Vint Hill area of
Prince William County. Per the owner, Romeo had a medical issue that had been going on for a few days. He had progressed to a point where he could not get up in his stall on his own. After several attempts by the owners and vet, we were
notified and requested. The vet was on scene; we called for assistance from Prince William County Fire & Rescue and Animal Control. Upon arrival, scene size-up was performed and we developed a plan. Command vests and helmets were issued
to the vet and her staff. We decided to sedate and move Romeo to our rescue glide, move him out of the stall/barn and into a
field. The crews then pulled him out of the stall and into the field. The vet examined him and decided that we should turn
him over to his other side. After performing this he began to eat -- a good sign! Once the sedative wore off, he stood on his
own. He was transported to Marion Dupont Scott Equine Medical Center for continued evaluation. We responded to the call
with seven volunteers while six volunteers staffed our EMS and Engine Company while we were out of the area for three
hours. We are happy to report that Romeo is doing fine!
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It takes a village to move a horse

Romeo standing on his own

Please Support Little Fork
Reminder About Using AmazonSmile
Little Fork would like to remind you that we have
teamed up with AmazonSmile that allows you to
make the same purchases you’ve always made, but,
AmazonSmile donates 0.5% of all eligible
purchases to Little Fork at no cost to you! If you
already have an account with Amazon, your
AmazonSmile account syncs up seamlessly—just
log in through AmazonSmile and select Little Fork
as your preferred charity organization
Give your local Volunteer Fire and EMS members a
reason to smile! Help us fund our fire and rescue
station at no cost to you!
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Give Local Piedmont May 2, 2017
Little Fork is participating in the Give Local Piedmont online day of giving on May 2, 2017.
We are grateful that so many members of our community donated to Give Local Piedmont last year.
Monies poured in throughout the day, allowing us to
raise $1,800 in 24 hours!
We encourage you to check us out on Facebook and
be a part of the action this year. With more than 100
non-profits registered, there will be a lot of healthy
competition for funds, and we know our community
will step forward and support us.

There for Those in Need…Two Legs or Four
Lieutenant Melissa Mainville
By Lynnette Esse, member
Back in 2011 Melissa Mainville,
who works full time as a speech
pathologist for Fauquier Health,
received an invitation from a
friend that changed her life. Kate
Chrismer, a Little Fork
paramedic, invited her friend to
do a ride-along.
“I hung out with the team all
day,” Melissa recalled. “There
was a lightning strike in South
Wales that day. I got to ride in
the fire truck. There was a
young girl, perhaps five or six
years old, standing outside with
a look of sheer terror on her
face. I smiled at her and waved
and she smiled and waved back.
In that moment, I realized that I
could make a difference with
such a simple little act of
kindness. I realized that I wanted
do this kind of work.”
Eager to learn all that she could,
Melissa took the EMT-basic
class first, followed immediately
by the Firefighter l class, and
she was hooked! Next came
Hazardous Materials Awareness
and Operations, Firefighter ll,
Fire Instructor Level l and ll,
and Fire Officer l and ll. She
was in the second group of
people who took the Technical
Large Animal Rescue
Technician training. This
semester she is taking EMTAdvanced to learn to provide a
higher level of care, such as
starting IV’s. She never stops
learning and finding ways to
improve her skills.
This committed young woman,

who worked hard and served
innumerable hours over the next
four years, was promoted to
Lieutenant in 2015. She now rides
Officer on the fire truck, getting the
apparatus to the scene, looking up
the address on the map (no, they do
not rely on GPS), assigning duties,
maintaining safety awareness,
tracking each crew member at all
times, and communicating with the
Chief.

hospital safely and provide the care
that they need.”
With a Master’s degree in Speech
Language Pathology, Melissa fell in
love with the medical aspect of the
adult and geriatric population who
needs speech therapy. She loves
talking with people and listening to
their stories. She works with stroke
patients, medically complex patients
in intensive care, and people with
swallowing, speech, or language
disorders.
Melissa got into horses in 2006 when
she took a series of riding lessons.
After riding, showing, and fox hunting
with borrowed horses, she finally
purchased her now 16-year old mare,
Ruthie, in 2010. She commented,
“Ruthie is phenomenal! She knows
her job when fox hunting and trail
riding. She even has a fan club. She’s
just an all-around kind of gal!”

It was her love of horses that
prompted Melissa to take the TLAER
course and get involved in the newly
launched program at Little Fork.
If it is an EMS call, she rides in the
ambulance. She runs calls every
night when she is not at work or at
the barn with her horse, averaging
over 300 calls a year.
Why does she do this? “Working at
the hospital, I used to wonder where
the patients came from,” Melissa
said. “I wondered how I could help
provide a pre-hospital level of care.
Now I know how I can be of service
and it is incredibly rewarding. It is a
good feeling to get someone to the

“Our Technical Large Animal Rescue
Program has been so successful to a
large degree thanks to Melissa’s
knowledge of animal (especially
horses) behavior,” Chief Doug
Monaco commented. “I would
consider her our horse behavior
specialist. Understanding what is
going on in the animal’s mind is a
large part of what we do. Survival
instinct kicks in when the animal is in
distress. Melissa warns the team when
the animal is about to react so that we
can get out of the way. She keeps
everyone safe.”
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We Are Here For You
Feb. 5, 2017 - We participated in the annual Pinewood Derby race with the Cub Scouts (550) at Verdun. They created
a special public safety class that included Little Fork, 911
dispatch center, and the Sheriff's Office. We are happy to
report that all of the cars finished the races (although our
car finished last). Thanks for inviting us!!
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Little Fork Volunteer
Fire and Rescue Company,
Incorporated
6011 Rixeyville Road
Rixeyville, VA 22737
540-937-7717 (station)
540-937-4656 (fax)
http://littleforkvfrc.org

We welcome new members
and encourage community
participation. Please contact
us if you are interested in
joining.
Please visit and join our
Facebook page to see area
fire and rescue activities.
Facebook.com/groups/littlefork

